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1. TURK OFFICIALS AND PRESS CONTINUE TO PLAY DOWN DISPUTE WITH 
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GREECE OVER AEGEAN AND EXPLORATORY ACTIVITIES BY SHIP "CANDARLI". 
PRIMIN ECEVIT, IN RESPONSE TO IOURNALISTS’ QUESTIONS ON MAY 31, 

SAID THAT VESSEL WAS PERFORMING ITS TASK, BUT THERE WAS NO SITUATION 
TO CAUSE WORRY. NO PROBLEM EXISTED FOR MOMENT BETWEEN TURKEY 
AND GREECE, HE CONTINUED, AND ATMOSPHERE WAS CALM (REF B). 

2. MFA SPOKEMAN AKBIL IN PRESS CONFERENCE ON MAY 31, ALLUDED TO 
GREEK COMMUNIQUE ON "CANDARLI'S" RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN SAME 
GENERAL VEIN AS DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS SOYSAL 
TO CHARGE ON SAME DAY (REF A). AKBIL DENIED THAT TURK AND GREEK 
ARMED FORCES WERE ON ALERT, THAT TURK VILLAGES ON GREEK-TURK 
BORDER WERE BEING EVACUATED, OR THAT US HAD DELIVERED NOTE TO 
TURKEY ON AEGEAN QUESTION. HE OBSERVED THAT TURK NAVY WOULD START 
MILITARY EXERCISES TODAY (JUNE 1), BUT SAID THAT GOG HAD BEEN 
ADVISED A MONTH BEFORE OF THESE EXERCISES AND THAT THEY HAD 
NOTHING TO DO WITH TURK-GREEK RELATIONS. AKBIL STATED THAT GOT 
REPLY TO GOG NOTE OF MAY 24 WAS STILL UNDER PREPARATION. 

3. DEFMIN ISIK, MEANWHILE, IN INTERVIEW WITH NEWSPAPER BARIS 
WHICH APPEARED JUNE 1, EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR CONTINUED TURK- 
GREEK FRIENDSHIP. ISIK CALLED TURK MILITARY EXERCISES IN AEGEAN 
NORMAL, AND SAID THAT ANY GREEK MILITARY MEASURES ARE PROBABLY 
FOR INTERNAL REASONS RATHER THAN RELATED TO TURKEY. 

4. DAO HAS NO FURTHER REPORTS ON EITHER CONTINUED ALERT OF GOT 
ARMED FORCES OR ON STANDOWN MEASURES. THEIR TURKISH MILITARY 
CONTACTS, AS REPORTED EARLIER, ARE GOING OUT OF THEIR WAY TO 
MAKE MODERATE STATEMENTS. 
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